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Fall residency concert Saturday, October 25
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CelloBration 2025

Is it possible that our 44th 
season is over already??!! And 
what an amazing season it was- 
our busiest ever, with more con-
certs, Salons, and Special Events 
than ever. THANK YOU to all 
our audience members, patrons, 
volunteers, and dedicated Board 
members who helped make the 
season such a glowing success!

We are not quite finished 
with 2025 just yet – our Fall 
Residency will feature a bril-

liant young String Quartet, the 
Erinys Quartet from the Curtis 
Institute. They will give a pub-
lic concert at First Presbyterian 
Church of Highlands on Satur-
day, October 25 and also give 
three outreach programs at all 
the area Schools, bringing great 
music and live performance to 
all the area students They will 
also play for the residents of 
the Eckerd Living Center on 
that Saturday morning. And, the 
Festival will partner with both 

Western Carolina University 
and the Rabun Gap Nacoochee 
School for Fall programs there 
as well. 

Planning for next season’s 
milestone 45th anniversary is 
well underway, with our signa-
ture of imaginative program-
ming with star performers. Here 
is a sneak peek at only some of 
the exciting programs to look 
forward to in 2026 – mark your 
calendars NOW!

We’ll open with a special 
Anniversary Gala concert wel-
coming back the legendary Pin-
chas Zukerman with his Trio 
on June 28. Festival debuts will 
include brilliant young pianist 
Chelsea Guo for our annual 
Kathy and Mark Whitehead 
Young Pianist Concert; the dis-
tinguished Borromeo Quartet 
from Boston, the sensational 
Neave Trio, and we celebrate 
our Founder Lucas Drew with 
a “Founder’s Celebration” con-
cert featuring star bassist Nina 
Bernat. Returning favorites 
will include pianists Vijay Ven-
katesh; Elizabeth Pridgen cel-
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ebrating the 50th anniversary of her Atlanta Chamber 
Players; the American Quartet in their final season; Fes-
tival favorite, the passionate and dynamic violinist Chee 
Yun, and more. 

Our final Gershon/Cohn Gala and Dinner Party on 
August 9 features international star pianist Anton Nel 
and the Festival debut of brilliant young violinist Abigél 
Králik with the Festival Chamber Orchestra for Concerto 
Night.

In addition to our regular concerts we will again be 
featuring a variety of fun additional programs and events 
including Feasts, Salons, an Interlude Concert, our an-
nual Family Concerts and Ice Cream Social, classes 
with CLE, and popular Martinis & Mozart will be back 
in an expanded version. Stay “tuned” for further details 
of next summer – and again, THANK YOU for helping to 
make the Festival not only possible but so successful for 
the last 44 years. If you ever have questions, suggestions 
or comments about the Festival, I am always delighted to 
hear from you!

William Ransom, 
Anna and Hays Mershon Artistic Director
wransom@emory.edu

Violinist Susie Park with 
Martha Ingram & Charlotte Brown - 

2025 Cashiers
Festival Artist for 2025 -

 Avery Rowan

Exciting programs to look forward to in 2026

The Whiteheads with
 pianist Zitong Wang - 2025

Mountain Music Soiree - 2025



UNDERWRITING
Underwriting a concert is a wonderful way to support 

your Chamber Music Festival and a unique way to honor 
individuals, anniversaries, and other special occasions. 
Individual concerts may be underwritten beginning at 
$2500. A dedication or underwriting credit will be printed 
in the program along with all of the information regarding 
that concert. The underwriting contribution is fully tax-
deductible. 

FUND RAISING CYCLE
To be included in the donor listings in the Program, 

contributions must be received no later than May 31st, 
2026. Contributions received between June 1st and 
September 30th will be listed in the following year’s 
program.

Our 44th season could not have been more extraordi-
nary, filled with truly magical moments. I can’t decide 
which were my favorite moments, but a few stand out. 
Getting to hear the phenomenal Zitong Wang as our 
first pianist in the Kathy and Mark Whitehead Young 
Pianist Concert, the unbelievable energy of the Viano 
Quartet, Matt Herskowitz and his jazzy and showstop-
per Chopin, Festival favorite Zuill Bailey and the other 
cellists in our final CelloBration Gala. Hearing the new 

President’s Message:

Truly magical moments filled this 44th season

Heart-felt thanks to all who supported the Festival 
by making a monetary contribution, underwriting a 
concert, sponsoring a special event, housing a musician, 
hosting a feast, salon or concert reception, attending a 
concert or becoming a member of the Legacy Society. 

Our musician housing needs continue to grow. Please 
consider inviting these amazing musicians into your 
homes.

These opportunities for support are all available 
in 2026! Please call us at 828-526-9060 for more 
information. Our office will be happy to assist you; we 
love visits from you all.

2025 was an exceptional season for our chamber 
music festival – look for 2026 to continue the magic!

Nancy Gould-Aaron, Executive Director

Steinway on the Village Green stage made those per-
formances even more special. 

Huge thanks to all of you for attending performanc-
es  and supporting us financially as well as hosting 
musicians, Salons, and special events. If you haven’t 
housed a musician, please consider it. It is a wonder-
ful way to connect with the musicians. Contact Gloria 
Harr at our office. We couldn’t of course do all of this 
without the talents of our Anna and Hays Mershon Ar-
tistic Director Will Ransom and our Executive Direc-
tor Nancy Gould-Aaron. We can’t thank them enough! 
As exceptional as our 44th season was, our 45th is go-
ing to be even more blockbuster. We want 2026 to be 
our best ever, and we look forward to seeing you for 
lots of world-class music then.

Many thanks
Olivia Holt, President 

Festival Feasts / Salons
Planning has already started for the 2026 season of 

Festival Feasts and Salons.
Please consider helping with these vital sources of 

revenue by becoming a Host. Your contribution as a 
Host is a tax-deductible gift to the Festival. 

Our staff will provide you with information and 
support and YOU will provide us with an important 
and essential means of fulfilling our mission of 
bringing wonderful music and stellar performers to our 
communities.

Call 828-526-9060 or email hccmfnc@gmail.com 
and we shall send you information and connect you with 
the Feast/Salon Chairperson.

Executive Director’s Message:

Your support makes the 
Highlands-Cashiers Chamber 

Music Festival exceptional



P.O. Box 1702
507 Chestnut Street

Highlands, NC 28741
hccmfnc@gmail.com

www.h-cmusicfestival.org
828-526-9060

Starring
 in 2026

Viano Quartet

Zukerman Trio, 
Anton Nel, 

American Quartet, 
and

Borromeo Quartet


